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serious than the effects of ordinary war. It would only be
a matter of a short time until the Powers recognised how
futile was their attempt to injure this self-contained Republic
whose estate lies secure within a ring fence."*

With external possessions such as Hawaii and the
Philippines, and especially the latter, the United States
became an Imperial Power, with all the problems belonging
thereto, and it is doubtful whether American statesmen, not
to speak of the American public, fully realised the meaning
of the position in which they had placed their country.
Like British statesmen and the British public, they were
for the most part content to blunder into difficulties and
to muddle through them as best they could. Some of
the people professed to believe that in the development
towards the East they recognised the inevitable destiny of
the United States to become a world-power, but few of them
really perceived either the number or the importance of the
problems involved. Others contended that Providence had
opened for the American people a new and larger destiny,
from which they could not shrink without evading holy
duty, and that it had become their sacred task to undertake
the civilisation of a backward people committed to their
charge. Territorial extension can become a holy duty only
when we can confer blessings upon the subject races, other-
wise the proper name for it is criminal aggression, Blessings
can come only when the people are helped to develop them-
selves in their own way, and any attempt to impose Western
civilisation forcibly from without must end in utter failure.

Whatever the motives underlying her action or the forces
which caused that action may have been, the United States
have been led to take an active part in affairs in the Far
East, and they have been drawn into the vortex of Far
Eastern politics. Formerly they were content to allow
European Powers to cut and carve at China without protest,
now they have not only formulated policies but they take
in hand momentous negotiations, and have not hesitated to

1 Andrew Carnegie, The Gospel of Wealth, p. 182.